Up With Downs

by Earl Downs

iy

Tenacity

I first met Andy when he received
the Spirit of Wiley Post Award on Janu-
ary 28% of this year. When Bob Kemper
invited me to artend the awards cer-
emony, | had lide knowledge of who
Andy was.  As the award presentation
unfolded 1 found out the award was
about special aviation people, not nec-
essarily heroes or wildly famous pilots,
just “special” people. [ featured Andy’s
story on the front page of the March
issug of the Awiator because Andy re-
minded me of what the words dedica-
tion, renacity, and love of flying are all
abour. Originally from Australia, Andy
adopted the United States to chase his
dream,

Andy with the Wiley Post Spirit Award

In the world of aviation records, only
the Russians have built an aircraft chat
halds all four performance records fora
particular class of aircrafr. Andy wanted
o match that record in his unusual licde

Auto
Mare
goal.
Even though Andy does not live in
Oklahoma, the Aviaror has bestowed the
title of “Honorary Okie Aviator” on
Andy. We have kept in touch since he
received the Spirit of Wiley Post award
and he was kind enough o write about
his record flight and allow me to share
his stary with our readers. 1 hope you
enjoy Andy's story as much as [ did.

ro, named “Woodstock.” On
20, 2005, Andy achieved his

200 kms in A Hurry
by Andy Keech

There is not a great deal w senting
an aviation record except just doing it
There is a lot of preparation, of course,
and it is a form n?mcnu.l rehearsal. But

when the day comes, you go fly and
thar’s that.

[ had thoughts of Tom Cruise strut-
ting across the ramp with his F-14 Tom-
car hulking in the background, chant-
ing, "I feel the need....for speed.” It
seemed so cocky and silly at the time.
The truth was, I also feel that need.
After serting the transcontinental speed
record in Woodstock (the LWS Auro-
giro designed by Ron Herron of Littde
Rock, Arkansas), and later, the world
distance, altitude and time-to-climb
records in the same ship, it was now time
for an assault on a closed-course world
speed record held by my friend and men-
tor Ken Wallis. Ken has held all 5 speed
records over distances from 2 km out to
1,000km for several decades. If
Woodstock acquired one of these, she
would be one of only three aireraft in
all of aviation history to hold class
records in all four categories of perfor-
mance (speed, distance, climb and alti-
tude.)

To involve you for 2 moment in the
detail of planning: since the planned
course would take berween 3.5 and 4
hours to fly, fuel was a consideration.
The I3 has more than sufficient in-
ternal tankage to handle this, so there
would be no drag penalty from bolt-on
tanks. Weight of fuel is obviously an-
other factor, and still another is wind. 1
had painstakingly laid out five different
circuits with the intention of leaving on
the most advantageous one ar the most
propitious moment.

Bue no such moment presented ir-
sel, or if it did there was always some
detail left undone, and the days mean-
while continued to parade onward. By
mid-March, with winter on the wane,
wind was becoming progressively less
predicrable. Daily guesswork with vari-
able wind directions and closed courses
had turned into a game, like playing
chiess with invisible pieces. In the end
chucked all the faney calculations up in
the air, saddled up Woodstock and
launched.

The new plan was to do a series of
five out-and-back flights between Litte
Rock and a sleepy little village abour 35
miles to its east called Hazen. This
would be ten legs and by my best guess
{I had stopped using the term “calculs-
tion”) L‘E.CE leg had 1o average no more
than 25 minutes in order to stay on the
required speed and accomplish the
record.

Ar 6:06 AM. on March 20, with
dawn beginning to light the eastern sky,
[ lifted off Marth Little Rock Municipal
airport and aimed Woodsrock into the
rising sun, | knew that I was flying into
a quartering headwind but one of un-
known strength and uncerrain direction.
The whole venture had more the feel-
ing of a barroom brawl than a meticu-
lously-planned arempr ar a world avia-
tion record. There was an atmosphere

Ask the Doctor

by Dr. Guy Baldwin, AME

Your Medical is Out

Publishers nove:
The good Docror is on vacation for
this issue so I pulled up a “pear! from

the past.” The regulations of holding a
FAA medical are almaost as importane as
passing the medical.  The made

soume galcld points with this one, so here
it is again.

A question that comes up regularly
in my office was also asked during a re-
cent Warbirds conference [ antended in
Phoenix, AZ: “When does your medi-
cal truly expire?” In that instance, the
question concerned an airman who had
avalid medical certificate but, sometime
prior o its uipi:atiun date, had visited
an Aviation Medical Examiner, only to
find he also had a medical problem that
required further tests. The questioner
asked if the airman could continue tw
fly until the expiration dare of his cur-
rent medical certificate. There was some

confusion in the meeting as to the cor-
rect answer. | thoughe I knew the an-
swer, which was later confirmed by Dr.
Warren Silberman, Chief of the FAA
Aeromedical Branch in Oklahoma Ciry.

Under normal circumstances, a
medical certificate is valid until the last
day of the expiration month at twelve
o'clock midnight. For example, if your
medical is due in Aﬁrll, it is valid unril
April 30® at midnight. Howevet, if you
visit an Aviation Medical Examiner on
April 15th and, as a resule of thar ex-
amination, your medical is put on hold,
you really di not have a medical at that
point.

The reason is that, once the new
medical examinarion is started, the cur-
rent medical is technically null and void,
even though you still have it in your
possession. | have not seen the FAA ke
action against an aviator who has con-
tinued to fly after that poine, but it cer-
tainly could happen, especially if an in
cident occurs during that period. Also,
if you were to be involved in an acci-
dent, your insurance may, in fact, be null
and void as well.

If you have any questions regardin
when your medical really expires, t IE
to your Aviation Medical Examiner, the
Acromedical Board, or to one of the
sugpn rt groups such as Pilot Medical
Solutions, the AQPA, or the EAA. Of
course, ¥ou arc E.].W-:l_'r'h Wl.'lL"ﬂrl'lL' o Con-

cact my office ar 918-437-7993,

of reacting o one surprise after another,
rather than holding EE:: reins of the situ-
ation in a confident hand. Irwas a nice
morning for flying, and there was no
reason not to relax and enjoy the ride.
Litdle Rock lies ar the toor of the
Ouzark Platcau, and by the time one is
east of Little Rock he is over the Missis-
sippi Delta, a wide swath of flar farm-
land that stretches 120 miles to Mem-
phis and the Father of Waters. Even at

six in the morning, there was an endless
line of traffic on the arrow-straight In-
terstate 40, east and west bound. In
some ways the experience of warching
them from my perch in Woodstock was
like being invisible, watching openly
without being seen.

[ should have been tending to busi-
ness, of else this would be nothing more
than a sightseeing rour above the Bible

continued on p. 11,

Andy Keech and bis Autagyro, “Woodstock” go for the record
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500 kms in a hurry

continued from p. 4.

belt. According to the GPS the ground-
red was distressingly low, far below

at necessary to accomplish this mis-
sion, and therefore all my plannin
about the winds (including a derail
briefing from Flight Service immediacely
before departure) may as well have been
a dance of worship before an unappre-
clative deiry.

How boring aviation could some-
day be, should we ever learn to predict
weather with absolute accuracy.

It was with this thought echoing
through the hallways of my mind, while
staring into the endless distance across
the vast delta, that I managed o fly a
half mile pasc Hazen before realizin
where | was and making the rurmaroun

This made the first leg 31 minuges
long, or six minutes slower than target
speed, which was a prety dismal way o
open an undertaking such as chis.

Bur as they say, E:rr every headwind
there is an equal but opposite rilwind.
By the time | was turning around on leg
two back at NLR, I had made up four
of those minutes. Tailwinds may be
equal but they do not work for as long
as the headwind penalizes a pilot. Now
the race was truly on.

A speed flight is a demanding
clifthanger from start to finish. That
much is evident, and thankfully it is evi-
dent carly on. In transcontinencal fly-
ing, the mind is artuned to endurance
and the principal challenge is to be able
o cope with the unexpected. In dis-
tance Hying, patience is the name of the
game because there is linde o do but
wartch the scenery o by and keep rack
of fuel burn. For altitude and climb
records the eye and brain are prec
much glued ro the indicared air spcn:?:
lt‘.-r:;lition, and dealing with air traffic con-
Lrind.

With speed flying it's: faster and
cleaner. When you're behind you have
to make it up, and when you're ahead
you have 1o Eeep amassing minuics o
draw interest in your “time” bank ac-
count, You are focused for specd. You

feel a genuine need for speed that Tom
Cruise never quite communicated, the
whole purpose of this flight.

The next NLE-Hazen leg was 50
minutes exactly. Right on rarger, excepr
we were still rwo minutes behind. Diro
for the thied leg,

But we were lightening up as
Woodstock burned oft her fuel load, and
we made leg four in 48 minutes. So we
were bcimning the fifth and final la
even with the board, and now the whoﬁ
record attempt was hanging this last leg.

One more time east on [-40. [ felc]
had flown it a hundred times now in-
stead of just four. T could call all the
landmarks by their fiest names, as if they

right. Speed comes not just from power
but also from flying the shortest distance

berween two points and staying right
down the middle of the course line.

Speed comes from accuracy and finesse, by

seconds saved here and there. [ scrambled
tor all T could ger.

Liude Rm_E was once again visible,
the moment we complered the urn. I
was a Sunday in Arkansas, and on this
day most people who are outside their
homes wilrbl: in church. Little Rock is
still a small southern ciry, a pleasant and
unhurried place, modern and metropoli-
tan in all the ways it needs 1o be but ye
a small town at heart. [ fancied thar it
was drawing me to itself, somehow try-
ing to help me win

are cousins of
mine. Hello,
Lonoke. Hi

Carlisle, you old
bomber base with
your long concrete
runways, now the
home to a squad-
ron of crop dust-
ers. Good morn-
ing all you cacfish
farms, where the
cafes along this
strerch of 1-40 ger their fish o fry up
and serve with hushpuppies o hungry
truckers our chasing their 47 cents per
driver mile as fervently as [ am chasing
Ken Wallis” speed record.

We made the big swing around
Hazen, Woodstock ans I. we who have
flown so far and high wgether. We piv-
ated around Hazen wirgh Woodstock’s
blades almost completely perpendicular
to the surface. This whole thing about
turning points is an art in speed f%r'mg—
you tend o deliberately overshoor in or-
der not to cut too fine and disqualify your
record attempt. There are nine turns on
this attempt and all are wasteful of time
and spmdiul right now we were feelin
the need. Wind is penalty enough wi
the difference between upwind and
downwind speed at 35 knots on these cir-
cuirs.  Insurance overshoots cost more
time so we have to do everything exactly

Woadstock aned Andy, alone and in a burry
big C-130 training base north of Morth

hd'lj,s comt I vfd'ni.:s
av myself.
"Tlie feeling
might have been
fanciful, buc the
GPS said it was
happening—we
were making up
the minutes, and
by the time we
crossed the high-
way that lead to the

Little Rock Alirport, it was evident we
had won. Woodstock completed the lasc
circuit in 47 minutes, meaning we had
surpassed the old record.

A victory roll would have been fun,
bur that's a realm of flight where
Woodsrock is our of her depth.

There were no bands pli}ring when
we landed, bur our reception was not
without some fanfare. Kris and Ron
Herron, Woodstock's designer was there,
as was Zane Anderson, who is a person
of standing in Litte Rock’s aviation com-
munity, and finally Ted, the NAA wit-
ness. Amid the smiles and handshakes,
it began to scrrde in my thoughts and
this lictle flying machine, in which [ sac
for a lingering moment, is now the
holder of every possible type of perfor-
mance record thar can be ser with any
class of aircraft: speed, range, altitude

and rime-to—climb. Tt was time o call
home with the news.

At this writing, | only know thar we
exceeded the old record held by Ken Wallis
four percent (pending final verificadon
the NAA). Looking back into my GPS
ike Hansdl following the breaderumb cail,
I found rthar we covered 602 kin where
576 kilometers were to count. Turns and
overshoots were expensive. Had [ become
maore alert earlier in the game, we would
undoubtedly have done berrer, All flights
are learning experiences. Wewill certainly
do berter next tme,

A final footnote—as | said ar the
beginning, only two other aircraft in
the w::rrlﬁ ever held all four perfor-
mance records for cheir class. It hap-
pens that both were Russian.
Woodsrock is the first aircraft from the
west to accomplish this fear. She is the
only mmrcraff. ever to do so.

Zon Herron has good reason w be
pleased with his creation. IF there is a
David and Goliath story here it would be
that of an Arkansan country boy designer
vi. the design bureau of a super power,
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AIRCRAFT REFINISHING
OVER 22 YEARS EXPERIENCE

QUALITY AT AN
AFFORDABLE PRICE

CESSNA 172/182 — $5,500 |
STRIP AND PAINT !
ALL OTHERS CALL FOR QUOTE |

CALL FOR INFORMATION:
{918) 520-4926
{918) 629-5570

B

LOCATED AT:

| Kaz . Av |
LLC 4f Aircralt Services rI

LOCATED AT HASKELL, OK (2Kg)
100LL AVAILABLE AT LOW PRICE
GUARANTEED %2.22 Thru 12/31




